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Mic an uv. 4. 


But they ſhall fit every Man under his Vine, 

and under his Fig- Tree, and none ſhall 

male them afraid: For the Mouth of the 
Lord of Hoſts hath ſpoken it. 


AI not, my Friends, now ſay to you, 
fs 29) as our Lord and Saviour once ſaid to 
the Jews, This Day is this Scripture 
fulſlld in your Ears. And as this Da 
is ſet apart as a Day of publick Thank(- 
giving for the many Mercies and peculiar Favours 
that we conſtantly enjoy by the Laws of the Land 
and by our Churches; *tis our indiſpenſable and 
very great Duty, to be returning our unfeigned 
Thanks to Almighty God, who has been pleaſed 
to defend and protect us from Time to Time, from 
the many and very great Evils and Dangers that 
we are liable to, as we are Men, or as we are Chriſ- 
tians; and in particular, that he has iu infinite 
Goodneſs, and great Compaſſion, defended and 
protected this Nation from the Egyptian Darkneſs, 
and devouring Claws of Popery: And more eſ- 
pecially, that the Moſt High, who neither /lumbers 

A. 3 nor 
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nor ſleeps, was pleas'd to guard and protect this Realm 
this Day 131 Years ago, from the horrid Conſpi- 
racy of Hell and Rome, to blow up our Religion, 
our Liberties, and all that is near and dear to us as 
Proteftants, at one Blow: And when the Sins of 
the Nation had almoſt brought it to the Brink of 
Ruin, with a Popi/p Bigot on the Throne, a ſpu- 
rious Prince to ſucceed him, and an Army of 
40000 ſtrong in the Field, many of which were 
Iriſ and Papiſt Cut-Throats, to execute all his 
wicked Deſigns; the eternal God, who has the 
Hearts and Actions of all Men in his Hands, when 
he pleaſes to exert himſelf, once more appear'd 
very gracious, and this Day 48 Years ſince, even 
in this Neighbourhood, in his kind Providence, 
ſafely landed the brave, the valiant, and the pro- 
teſtant Prince of Orange, afterwards the illuſtrious 
King William, of bleſſed and glorious Memory; 
to defend us from Popery and Slavery ; which 
was happily efe&ed by the never-to-be-forgotten 
Revolution. And we being at this Time aſſembled 
together to praiſe our God for theſe great and 
glorious Things, I was in hopes that ſome Medi- 
tations on the Words before us, might upon this 
Occaſion be of ſome Uſe and Service to all our 
Souls: To wit, when the eternal God by the Pro- 
phet ſays, But they ſhall ſit every Man under his 
own Vine, and under his own Fig-Tree, and none 
ſhall make them afraid for the Mouth of the Lord 
of Hoſts hath ſpoken it. 


By this Prophet 'tis very plain the moſt high 
God greatly complains of the abominable Wicked- 
neſs and Idolatry of the Jews in general, and of 
the particular Sins of their Governours and Guides, 
of their Princes, Prophets, and Priefts ; he 
exhorts them to Repentance, and then, upon their 

Failure, 
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Failure, denounces or threatens heavy Judgments, 
even a total Deſtruction and Deſolation to come 
upon them, upon their City and Land. And to 
this very Purpoſe Jehovah ſays, Chap. ui. 9. Hear 
this, I pray you, ye Heads of the Houſe of Jacob, aud 
Princes of the Houſe of Iſrael, that abbor Judg ment, 
and pervert all Equity. They build up Zion withBlood, 
and Jeruſalem with Iniquity. T he Heads ther 

judge for Reward, and the Prieſts thereof teach for 
Hire, and the Prophets thereof divine for Money © 
Tet will they eb upon the Lord, and ſay, is not 
the Lord among us? none Evil ſhall come upon us. 
Can it, my Friends, be conceived that this, or any 
other People that thus do, can be got to a higher 
Pitch of Wickedneſs ? 2 (ſays God) ſhall 
Zion (a Mountain call'd by that Name in Jeruſa- 
lem, on which the 'Temple was built) for your (the 
People's) /ake be 2 as a Field, and Jeruſalem 
(the whole holy City and Land) ſhall become Heaps 
(that. is, of Rubbiſh and Deſolation) and the 
Mountain of the Houſe, as the high Places of the 
Foreſt: that is, the pleaſant, and fruitful Land 
ſhall become a barren Wilderneſs ; as long ſince it 
is. And this, my Friends, is the certain Fruit 
and Effect of Sin, to a Nation or a People: This 
was the {ad Deſtruction that the Jews pulled upon 
their own Heads : And it will be well, 1t it be not 


the miſerable Portion of the preſent Chriſtian 
World. 


How EER in this Chapter wherein is our Text, 
the Lord Jehovah (being full of Mercy, and great 
Compaſſion towards the Children of Men) is plea- 
ſed to foretel what ſhould happen in ſpiritual 7/- 
rael, that is, the Goſpel Church ; that it ſhould 
gain a Reputation in the World; that it ſhould 
be ſo eſtabliſh'd on the Rock of Ages, that, as our 

Saviour 
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Saviour ſays in another Place, the very Gates, the 


Strength and Power of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt 
it; and that Sinners ſhould flock to it as Doves 
to the N/indow, with ſincere Deſires to be 5 
the Ways of God and Religion; as knowing that 
the Law ſhall go forth of Zion, and the Word of 
the Lord from Jeruſalem, as literally it did, but 
I preſume ſpiritually is meant of the Goſpel Church. 
The great God then deſcribes or foretels the 
Power, Dignity, and State thereof, Ver. 3. and 
then in the Words firſt read unto you, it is ſaid, 
But they (that is, the Profeſſors of the Goſpel, or 
the Members of the Chriſtian Church) ſhall ſit 
every Man under his Vine, and under his Fig-Tree ; 
that is, enjoy a moſt complete Peace and 'Tran- 
quillity in his own Dwelling-Houſe, or in the Con- 
gregation of the Saints in their ſolemn Aſſemblies ; 
and none ſpall dare to make them afraid, or give 
them the leaſt Diſturbance or Moleſtation; for 
the Mouth of the Lord of Hoſts hath ſpoken it: 
that is, the eternal and omnipotent God has de- 
clared, and made it known to the World by this 
his Prophet. By the Mouth of the Lord, ſome un- 
derſtand Jeſus Chriſi, who, they ſay, declares the 
Mind and Will of God to Men. But let this be as 
it will, *tis very certain that in the Words before 
us, we have a very full and particular Prophecy of 
a State of Peace and T ranquillity that the Goſpel 
Church, or the true Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
ſhould enjoy in this World ; as the Church of 
the Jews did in the Days of King Solomon, when 
*tis ſaid, That all Judah and Iſrael dwelt ſafely, 
every Man under his Vine, and under his Fig- 
Tree, Fu Dan to Beerſheba, 1 Kings iv. 25. The 
very {ame Metaphor to expreſs their Peace, their 


Joy and Tranquillity, that we have in our Text; by 
which, as I humbly conceive, we are to „ 
that 
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that there was then a Time to come, wherein the 
Church of the living God, more eſpecially the ſincere 


Diſciples and Followers of Jeſus Chrift, as the 


 Meſhah and Saviour of the World, ſhould en- 
joy a perfect Peace, and complete Tranquillity, 
and real Joy, at leaſt in compariſon of what they 
before had met with; and that it ſhould not be 
in the Power of any, of Men, or Devils, to make 
them afraid, to give them any Diſturbance or 
Moleſtation, or to vex them with Fines, Impriſon- 
ments, and grievous Perſecutions, as in Fore-times 
they had frequently done, and would willingly now 
do if it was but in their Power. And is not this 
the Day and Time thus foretold, that we, the 
Profeſſors of the Britiſh Iſles, now enjoy? We 
having had upwards of fifty Years of profound 
Peace, and great Tranquillity in that Reſpect; 
and without Diſturbance or Moleſtation; however, 
from the Laws of the Land, for near that Time, 
have enjoyed our Liberties to worſhip our. God, as 
his Word and our own Conſciences directed us, 
and none have been able to make us afraid of 
loſing our Goods, or our Lives, thereby; as has 


been the melancholy Caſe of our Forefathers from 
Time to Time. 


Wurar I propoſe to do in my diſcourſing from 
this Portion of the divine Records, upon this Oc- 
caſion, and at this Time, is this; ſomewhat par- 


ticularly to enquire how it has far d with, or what 


in the general has been the Portion of the People, 
or Church of God, from the Beginning to our 
preſent Days: And in doing this, I queſtion not 
but we ſhall all be well ſatisfy'd of the Truth of 
theſe and ſuch like Sayings of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
That many are the Affiittions of the Righteous : 
That in this World, all that defire to be the Servants 
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of God, and Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall ſhare in 
bores Foal 0 Ns cb che Sun! . thro 
much or many Tribulations, enter into the King- 
dom of . God; that is, into Heaven and Glory. 
Sometimes indeed good Men are chaften'd of the 
Lord, that they may not be condemn'd with the 
World, as you have it, 1 Cor. xi. 32. But moſt ge- 
nerally our God ſuffers wicked Men to affif and 
Perſecute his People for Ends beſt known to himſelf; 
perhaps that the Righteous may receive the greater 
Reward and Glory; and the Wicked (being made 
human and rational Creatures, but laying aſide all 
Humanity and Reaſon) may receive the greater 
Condemnation, and be made the more miſerable. 
But, as I ſaid, I propoſe to be ſomewhat particular 
in my Enquiry into the Afflictions of the Righte- 
ous, or the Perſecutions of the People of God ; 


for all have not been ſuffer'd, as we in a great 


Meaſure now are, to /it under their own Vine and 
Fig-Tree, and to have none that could make them 
afraid No, my Friends, in the general it has been 
otherwiſe. And we find, as ſoon as we read of a 
righteous Abel, that he was perſecuted and ſlain by 
a wicked and hypocritical Cain ; and that becauſe 
the Offering of the one was accepted, it being from 
the Heart, and of the be? of the Flock, when to 
the other's God had n Reſpef?. After this, we 
have but a {lender Account of the Worſhip of God, or 
of tlie Af/ifions of the Righteors in the old World; 
but it may juſtly be ſuppos'd, that as it begun, 
it continued, for the Vicious and Unholy to per- 
ſecute and oppreſs the Virtuous and Sincere, until 
at laſt they mix'd together, became in the general 
all wicked; and ſo, except righteous Noah and 
his Family, were conſum'd from the Face of the 
Earth, being ſwept away in the Lord's Auger by 
an univerſal Hood. | 


AND 
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Axp we find that Men no ſooner increas'd 
again, but they increas'd in Wickedneſs, and be- 
came 1dolators, and in general worſhipped graven 
Images, the Works of their own Hands, or the 
Hoſt of Heaven, the Sun, Moon, and Stars. But 
out of theſe very Perſons thus eſtrang'd from him; 
the moſt high God pitch'd upon a Man, even 
Abrabam, to be the Father and Head of the 
Faithful, of whoſe Seed the Mefjah and Saviour 
of the World was to be born; and in whoſe Family 
Religion was to be maintained, and the Goſpe/- 
Church prefigured ; with whom the eternal God 
renews and eſtabliſhes that Covenant of Grace, that 
he had made thro' the Blood of Chriſt with Adam 
and all his Poſterity, then in his Loins ; by which 
he offers them Terms of Salvation, and everlaſting 
Happineſs. But when this Mirrour of Faith was 
to worſhip and ſerve the true God, he muft not 
ſit under his own Vine and Fig-Tree ; he muſt 
immediately leave his Father's Houſe, and Inheri- 
tances, and become a Stranger and Sojourner in 
another Land, where he at laſt was forc'd to buy a 
Plat of Ground to bury his Mife in. Indeed he 
had Promiſes to depend upon, that his Seed ſhould 
be in the full Enjoyment and Poſſeſſion thereof. 
This likewiſe was the Caſe of Jaac and Jacob; 
the firſt was mock'd and perſecuted by 1hmael, and 
the laſt by Eſau. And at laſt Jacob and his 
Family mutt be brought into Egypt, where for 4 
Time they greatly flouriſh'd and increas'd: but 
this their Sun-ſhine did not long laſt; a dark 
Cloud over-ſhadow'd them, and they muſt go into 
Bondage and Slavery; nay, by their cruel and 
very ſevere Task-Maſters be required to make 
Brick without Straw ; by which is prefigur'd unto 
us the diſmal State of every poor Sinner, when 
in Captivity to Satan, * moſt cruel of all 


Maſters, 


ͤ—— — —8mĩ “ æ i eva oe oc Ws — 


| 
| 
| 
N 
: 
| 
| 


= 
1 
3 
g 
— 
! 
: 


10 A SERMON preachd 
Maſters, who expects and requires that his Ser- 
vants ſhonld obey him, altho' he has not Power to 
give them ſo muchas one Breath, or any Strength to 
perform what he ſets them about. Indeed, the Lord 
Jehovah heard the Groans of his People, and 
with a high Hand, anda ſtretched out Arm, brought 
them out of 'Thraldom, and from under their 
heavy Burdens : But then, for a 'Time, they muſt 
travel in the Milderneſs, where they were beſet 
with Enemies on every Side; for they had there, 
Hunger and Thirſt, Nakedneſs and the Perils 
of the Sword, that ſtared them in the Face ; and 
had they not been miraculouſly preſerved, they 
muſt certainly have all periſhed : Here the Amale- 
kites fought againſt, and Balaam endeavours to 
curſe them; but he was oblig'd to confeſs that 
there was no Enchantment againſt Jacob, nor Di- 
vination againſt Iſrael; and altho he defign'd to 
curſe, he was oblig'd to bleſs the People. Thus 
the Iſraelites Paſſage thro the Wilderneſs, as 1 
humbly conceive, very fitly repreſents the Church's, 
or every particular Member's Paſlage thro' this 
orld, where it or they have their ſpiritual Ene- 
mies to encounter from every Quarter; to wit, the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil but as thoſe 
that were faithful in the Milderneſs, arriv'd ſafe to 
Canaan, ſo all that are the ſincere and conſtant 
Servants of God in his Goſpel-Church, ſhall cer- 
tainly arrive ſafe to Heaven and Glory; for, there 
remaineth a Reward for the Righteous, and a Reſt 
for the People of God. Indeed, in the Type of 
Heaven, the Lord's People, to wit, the Jews, had 
in general their Enemies to aſſault and afflict 
them; ſo that it does not exactly anſwer to the 
Antitype, where all Sorrow and Sighing ſhall be 
done away Yet in the Days of wiſe King Solomon 
(as I before noted) there was ſomething like it, 
O 
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or {ome faint Reſemblance of it; for we read, that 
then Judah and Iſrael dwelt ſafely, every Man un- 
der his Vine, and under his Fig-Tree ; that is, in 
the general, they enjoy'd a profound and perfect 
Peace, and an univerſal Tranquility. But at other 
Times we find that the Jews in general, and good 
Men among them in particular, had their Enemies 
and Perſecutors. Ring Saul hunted David as a 
Partridge upon the , his Son Abſalom 
rebell'd againſt him; and Shimez curſed him to 
his Face: Inſomuch that he ſays, Pal. lvi. 1, 2, 3. 
Man would ſwallow me up; he fighting daily, op- 
preſjeth me. My Enemies would daily ſwallow. me 
up; for they be many that fight againſt me, &c. 
Every Day they wreſt my Words; all their Thoughts 
are againſt me for Evil. And how did proud 
Haman contrive to have deſtroy'd the whole Bod 
of the Jews in the Dominions of King Abaſuerus 
at one Blow; even as the Papiſts contrived to have 
deſtroy d the Proteſtant Religion, and the Abettors 
thereof, by the Helliſh Gunpowder Plot But the 
eternal Goa deliver'd both the Jews and 4s, or 
rather our Forefathers, by bringing to light their 
dark Counſels, and by diſap ointing their evil 
Deſigns ; nay, the very Pit that the Enemies dug, 
hs va into themſelves. I ſhould be too tedious 
with you, if I were to rehearſe eyen the moſt notorious 
or remarkable Per/ecutions that the 0/d-Teftament- 
Saints ſuffer' d from wicked Men, on the Account 
of their Faith and bleſſed Truth; however, in the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. xi. you have them 
ſumm'd up in a very few Words, when *cis there 
ſaid, v. 36. And others had Trials of cruel 
Mockings aud Scourgings; yea, moreover of Bonds 
and Impriſonments : they were ſtoned, they were 
ſawn -aſunder, were tempted, were lain with the 
Sword; they wander'd about in Sheep-Skins, and 
| | B 2 Goat- 
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Goat-Skins ; being deſtitute, affiified, and tor- 


mented; but thro all this their Faith made them 


more than Conquerors. And if we look into the 
New Teftament, we ſhall there ſee that the more 
holy Men were, the more liable they were to be 
PR and affiiffed. Here we ad that our 

ord Jeſus Chriſt, as a Man, tho Innocency itſelf, 
was no ſooner born, but he was perſecuted; for 
Herod the King, as Satan's Agent, ſought to take 
away his Life; and when he went about doing 
good to the Souls and Bodies of Men, and preach- 
ing the Gofpe} of the Kingdom, he was traduc'd 
and belyed, and at laſt mock'd and ſcourg'd, ſtricłen 
and ſmitten, crown'd with Thorns, cloath'd with a 
purple Robe, tho' in deepeſt Deriſion, and, finally, 
he was crucified between two Thieves without the 
Gates of Jeruſalem. And our Lord's Fore-runner 
and Harbinger was impriſon'd and beheaded by 
the Order of a wicked King. And as for the 
Apoſtles that our Saviour choſe 'to be his Followers 
and Witneſſes, St. Paul ſays of them; For I think 
that God hath ſet forth us, as it were appointed to 
Death; for we are made a Spectacle to the World, 
and to Angels, and to Men, as you have it, 
1 Cor. iv. 9. And indeed, as Hiſtory either ſa- 
cred or profane informs us, they all fell a Prey to 
the Rage of Jewiſh or Pagan Perſecution ; holy 


Philip and James being martyr'd at Jeruſalem, 


and (as ſome ſay) Peter and Paul at Rome 
However, the laſt-mention'd (tho' once a violent 
Perſecutor himſelf) has given us a Catalogue of 
ſome of his Suferings for the Sake of the Goſpel and 
the Truths thereof, Chap. xi. 24, and fo on. Nay, 
all the Apoſtles except John (as tis ſaid) ſcaled 
their Doctrine with their Blood; and confirm'd 
thoſe Truths by their chearful Deaths, that they 


conſtantly preach's when alive. It even happen d 


as 


| 
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as their Lord and Maſter had told them; That be- 
cauſe they were not of this World, therefore the 
World, that is, Mankind in general, hated them ; 
and ſo it is ſtill, And indeed many were the A 
flictions and Perſecutions, the Sufferings and Cala- 
mities that the primitive Saints and Chriſtians un- 
derwent, from both Fews and Gentiles, as you may 
ſee at your Leiſure in the Acts of the Apoſtles. In- 
deed in ſome little Time the Jewiſh Polity was 
broke, their Cities and Land deſtroy'd, and thoſe 
of them that were not //ain in their Battles and 
Inſurrectious, were ſent as Vagabonds about the 
World, as they remain to this very Day; ſo that 
as a Body they could no ways perſecute and vex 
the Chriſtians as they before had done; ſo that 
now Perſecutions for Conſcience-ſake only aroſe | 
from the Pagans, and in Time from the bloody 
Papiſts A remarkable and wonderful Deli- | 
N verance from their Cruelty, we are now (1 hope 4 
| thankfully) commemorating. After the Jewyſh, : 
| therefore, there aroſe a Pagan Perſecution ; both 
Enemies alike to Jeſus Chriſt, to his Religion and | 
| Servants. Theſe Perſecutions were very bloody and | 
| ſevere, and were by way of Emphaſis called the ; 
| Ten Perſecutions, as being tranſacted in the Reigns, | 
and by the Direction and Approbation of ten Reman 
Emperors, more like ſavage Beaſts than Men, and ; 
Devils incarnate than Governors of human Be- | 
| 


— , 


ings; and in their Times, which ended in the 
Death of Decius, An. 25 1. not leſs (according to 
| ſome Hiſtorians) than near two Millions of Chriſ- f 
| tians were put to death, and that by the moſt ex- 
quifite Tortures ; ſome by burning, and others flead 
alive; ſome crucified, and others torn to pieces by 
wild Beaſts ; ſome hang d, and others drowr'd ; and 
others perhaps put to a hundred other cruel Deaths; 
which are more than twenty for every Day the 


ald 


=>. 3 
— — — 


N 2 
—ä—— — ͤ—k4E—ũ—ũẽ — — —— 


14 A SERMON preach d 


faid barbarous Perſecutions laſted. Thus theſe 
cruel Emperors feaſted themſelves with human 
Blood, and ſeem'd to take Pleaſure in the De- 
ſtruction of their Fellow-Creatures. But the Blood 
of the Martyrs was always the Seed of the Church, 
and out of their bes grew their abr cb in the 
Faith. After this, the Emperor profeſs d Chri- 
ſtianity; but with Eaſe, Honours and Riches, Pride, 
Avarice, and Ambition, got into the Church ; and 
with Honours and Ambition ſoon crept in Conten- 
tion and Strife; and the Members thereof, being 
exempted from the Perſecution of the Pagans, be- 
gan to perſecute, to bite and devour one another. 
And here the Arian Perſecutions were very ſevere, 
and always turn'd againſt that Side that the Em- 
pew happen'd to diſſent from ; but in Proceſs of 
ime the Pope of Rome got the Maſterdom, and 
got himſelf declar d univerſal Biſhop; as Chriſt's 
Picegerent, and Peter's Succeſſor ; and then he 
ſet up his ſpiritual or rather helliſþ Juriſdiction 
and Dominion; and Rome Chriſtian (as tis call'd) 
notwithſtanding her great Pretenſions to Sanctity 
and Religion, nay Tnfallibility therein, became a 
moſt notorious and bloody Perſecutor and Oppreſſor 
of the Saiats and People of God ; even all thoſe 
that happen'd to differ from them in Matters of 
Faith and of this their many and inhuman Maſ- 
ſacres and Slaughters of poor Protęſtants, and the 
particular Butcheries and Barbarities that they 
have been guilty of, are glaring and notorious Evi- 
dences, of which Time would fail me to reckan u 
the Inſtances, if I was capable of doing it. Po ib 
Fury indeed has always vented itſelf againſt Pro- 
teftants in general, as Jewiſh and Pagan oppos'd 
Chriſtianity; but then it has always exerted itſelf 
with the moſt Violence againſt thoſe that have 
diſſeated from them in the Caſe and Ordinance of 


holy 
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holy Baptiſm, even thoſe that upon a Profeſſion of 
Faith in God and the Lord Jeſus, have thought it 
their Duty to be baptized, that is, dip d in Water, 
in the Name of the glorious Trinity ; as will appear 
in the Sequel. And here indeed it muſt be own'd, 
that ſome Proteſtants have given too manifeſt Proof 
that they have not purg'd out all the Leaven of 
Popery. But as the Papiſts are got the fartheſt 
from Truth of any profeſſing to be Chriſtians, ſo 
they hate and perſecute thoſe moſt that thro? 
Grace are got the nigheſt to it: And in order to 
corroborate this Aſſertion, I could give you many 
Iuſtances of Popiſh as well as Jewiſh and Pagan 
Cruelty againſt thoſe of the Baptiſt Perſuaſion in 
all Ages of Chriſtianity; but to be particular 
therein, I ſhould exceed the Bounds of your pre- 
ſent Time. However, that the Chri/ttans of the 
two firſt Centuries were Baptiſts, I ſuppoſe is out 
of Diſpute, and granted on all Hands; and I pre- 
{ume that it might as well be ſaid, that all that 
diſſented from the Romiſh Church before Luthers 
and Calvin's Time, as the antient Maldenſes in 
France, the Lollards in Germany and England, if 
not the Wickliffites, were Baptiſts; that is, ſuch as 
baptized none but the Adult, and that by Immerſion; 
for I remember in the Book of Martyrs, tis of- 
ten laid as a heavy Charge againſt thoſe they 
calld Hereticks, that they neglected to baptize 
their Children, and that was Crime enough to 
bring them to the Stake; and therefore wherever 
any of this Sect appear'd, if it was in the Ro- 
maniſts Power, they ſoon quaſh'd them, put them 
that they only ſuſpected of this Hereſy, as 
they call'd it, to Flight or to Death: Fire and 
Faggots were their conſtant Arguments to 4 


Proſelytes by. And it muſt not be hid; that 
thoſe that have called themſelves Proteft ants, 
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have not been innocent in this Reſpect, but 
have made thoſe that could not think as they 
did, to wit, the baptized Churches, or particular 
Members thereof, feel the Weight of their Rod. 


Indeed Popiſb Cruelty, and that againſt Proteſtants 


in general, has been the moſt remarkable and noto- 
rious by far, even in their aſſaſſinating Kings, 
and maſſacring Kingdoms That in Ireland, tis 
preſum'd, cannot be forgot ; where in a few Months 
they murder'd, and that in a moſt cruel, barba- 
rous, and inhuman Manner, near three hundred 
thouſand Proteftants, i. e. with their Children, 
even in cold Blood, and without the leaſt Provo- 
cation; it being a Saying amongſt theſe Limbs of 
Satan, that Engliſh Proteftants were Hereticks, 


and not to be ſuffered to live any longer amongſt 


them ; that it was no more Sin to.kill one of them, 
than to kill a Dog; and that it was a mortal Sin to 
protect or relieve any of them. And therefore 
the bloody-minded Prieſts order'd the Iriſh to 


ſhare neither Man, Women, nor Child, ſaying, it 


did them a great deal of good to waſh their Hands 
in their Blood. And three Years after, theſe Ser- 
vants of the Devil maſſacred in the City of Paris 
in France in a few Days, about /xty thouſand 
Proteſtants, or their Offspring, for they ſpared 
neither Children in their Cradles, nor Infants in 
the Womb. But I do not propoſe to inſiſt on theſe 
Butcheries; for a Deliverance from which we are 
now met together to return Thanks to Almighty 


God. I ſhall therefore give you ſome few. Inſtances 


of Popiſh Perſecutions againſt thoſe Chriſtians of our 
own Perſuaſion, to wit, Baptiſts in Germany, and 
in the Netherlands; and then with a very brief 
Hiſtory of our own Nation draw to a Cloſe, 


IN the Space of fourteen Years then, about the 
Time of the Reformation in Germany, to wit, from 
the 
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the Tear 1549, to the Tear 1563, in the Low- 
Countries, there were no leſs han ou five hun- 
dred and eighty Baptiſts put ct cruel Deaths, or 
martyr' d, only for their being re-baptized, as they 
call'd it ; beſides a whole Congregation that were 
betrayed at Rotterdam, in the Tear 1 544, which 
are not number'd in the Hiſtory; but tis ſaid all 
that were took were executed. One of theſe 
Chriſtians, having once an Opportunity to eſcape 
from Priſon, as ſome others did, he refuſed it, and 
ſaid, I am now ſo well ſatisfied to be offer d up, and 
feel myſelf at preſent in ſuch a State of Salvation, 
that if I ſhould live longer, I do not expect to be 
better He therefore, on the 2oth of March, 1549, 
with five other Men, and three Women, was burnt, 
for (as their Sentence ſaid) ſuffering themſelves 
to be re-baptized; and as he was going to Exe- 
cution, he cry'd out, This is the moſt joyful 
Day of my whole _ How then do we in Eng- 
land, and at this Day, /t under our own Vine, 
and under our own Fig-Tree £ About the ſame 
Time, a very gracious Woman (a Baptiſt) a little 
before her Martyrdom, being ask'd ſeveral imper- 
tinent Queſtions, made no Reply to them ; but 
ſaid, Examine me as to my Faith, and Iwill readily 
anſwer you. In the Year 1551, ſixteen Baptiſts, 
of whom five were Women, were put to Death for 
Religion; ſome of whom were condemn'd at Ghent. 
'Twoof the Women, when condemn'd, thank'd their 
Judges for ſentencing them to be burxt ; yea, one 
of them cry'd out to them, My Lords you may 
fave three of your Stakes, we can die all four of us 
at one, ſince we are but one in a ſpiritual Senſe. - 
*Tis recorded of one of theſe Martyrs (a Baptiſt) 
that he ſaid, his Faith was ſo well ſettled, that he 
world not depart from one ſingle Article of it, 
altho his Perſecutors ſhould quarter him for it; yea, 
(lays Ik) altbo they ſhorld ſet open the Priſon-Door, 
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and ſay to me, Get you home, we will ſay you have 
recanted, only do you hold your Peace; I would 
rather die than be guilty of this Diſſimulation. In 
the Tear 1563, a Baptiſt Miniſter, his Wife, with 
all in his Hoaſe, at Halwiin in Flanders, were ap- 
prehended by the Dean of Rouſin; but his two 
youngeſt Sons not being in the Houſe when the 
Inquiſitor broke in to ſeize them, they were warn'd 
by the Neighbours to make their Eſcape; but one 
of them ſaid to the other, Let us not ſeek to ſave 
ourſelves, but rather die with our Father and 
Mother. And as they were carrying away the 
Father, he ſeeing his Sons, ſaid unto them, U 
ge go alſo to New Jeruſalem? One of them, which 
was not ſixteen Years old, cry'd, Tes, we will, Father; 
and accordingly ſurrender'd themſelves, -and were 
with their Parents and others burnt at Le. 1 
could give you ſeveral other Inftances of Popiſþ 
Behaviour this Way, but I forbear. However, 
that there have been thoſe of the Bapti//Faith for 
near fiftcen Centuries, and that they have under- 
gone great Perſecutions and exquiſite Sufferings on 
the Account thereof, and that from the Papiſts, 
or others, you have a full Proof and Confirmation 
from Cardinal Ho/zs, one of the Pope's Preſidents 
at the Council of Trent, who thus ſays of them: 
© If the Truth of Religion were to be judged of by 
© the Readineſs and Chearfulneſs which a Man of 
© any Se ſhews in ſuffering, then the Opinion and 
© Perſuaſion of no Sec can be truer or ſurer than 
< that of the Auabaptiſt, (a Name of Reproach 
given to the Bapti/ts) *© ſince there have been none 
© fortheſe twelve hundred Years paſt that have been 
© more grievouſly puniſb d, or that have more chear- 
© fully and ſteadfaſtly undergone, and even offer'd 
© themſelves to the moſt cruel forts of Punifſhments, 
© than theſe People.” I could likewiſe ſhew, that 


many 
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many of the Reformed Churches in Germany were 
very great Enemies to thoſe Chriſtians there of the 
Baptiſt Perſuaſion, and that they actually made a 
Decree, © That they fhould be no where tolerated, 
* but taken up in order to be brought to capital 


© Puniſhment”. But this, becauſe ot Time, I alſo 
forbear. 


Ix order to draw to a Cloſe therefore, I paſs 
to the Hiſtory of our own Nation; and here I muit 
be very ſhort indeed. However, tis plain, and 
that from the beſt and moſt authentick Authors, 
that the Goſpel was very early receiv'd in Britain, 
even in the Days of the Apoſtles, and perhaps 
brought hither by the Roman Soldiers But in the 
Tear 63, ſome ſay, that ſeveral Evangeliſts came 
over from France as Preachers thereof, and that 
the Truths and Doctrines thereof were embrac'd 
by many of the Inhabitants of this and in their 
primitive Purity: that Churches of Chrift were 
planted here, and the true Diſcipline of the Goſpel 
maintain'd amongſt them, in receiving none but 
penitent Believers as Members into the fame, and 
in excluding all that were wicked and profane - 
And theſe Churches, thus planted and govern'd, re- 
main'd and flouriſh'd until the Saxons conquer'd 
and drove the Britains out of their Country into 
the Mountains of Wales and Coruwal, where they 
remain'd until 4ujtin the Pope's Legate introduc'd 
and got Popery eftabliſh'd in the Land. And to 
this Purpoſe you have that famous Hiſtorian Jeffery 
of Monmouth, whoſe Words are theſe : © That in 
the Country of the Britains Chriſtianity flou- 
© riſh'd, which never decay'd even from the Ap 
tles Time; among whom was the preaching of the 
© Goſpel, ſincere Doctrine, and living Faith, and 
* {uch Form of Worſhip as was deliver'd to the 
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0 

« Churches by the Apoſtles themſelves ; and that 
they even to Death itſelf withſtood the Romiſb 

© Rites and Ceremonies ; and that about the Year 

© 448, the Engliſh Saxons began to poſleſs Britain ; 

and that about the Year 593, they having made 

© a complete Conqueſt of the Britains, began to 


_ © ſettle their Heptarchy; and that in the Year 596, 


* Gregory, Biſhop of Rome, ſent Auguſtin the Monk 
into England to bring the Saxons into a Confor- 
© mity with the Church of Rome. For as long as 
the Britiſh Churches poſſeſſed the Country, they 
kept themſelves ſound in the Faith, and pure in 
the Worſhip, Order and Diſcipline of Chriſt, as 
it was deliver'd to them from the Apoſtles, or 
their Evangeliſts. 5 


N 


M A -A 


Aus rIN being thus ſettled in England (as ſome 
ſay the firſt Biſhop of Canterbury) he ſoon deſtroy'd 
the Remains of Chriſtianity ; tor upon the brave 
Britiſh Biſhops (being Baptiſts) refuſing at his Re- 
queſt to give Chriſtendom to Children, to keep 
Eaſter as it was order'd at Rome, c. he told 
them, if they would not have Peace with their 
Friends, they ſhould have War with their Ene- 
mies; and accordingly he brought the Saxons up- 
on them, who burnt their Books, and deſtroy'd 
their famous Schools of Bangor and Carleon, and 
ſo by degrees delug'd the whole Nation, Britains 
and Saxons, into Popiſh, far worſe than Egyptian 
Darkneſs, in which it groan'd for more than nine 
hundred Years; and in which Time many Baphifts, 
to wit, Lollards and Wicklifftes, ſuffer d Mar- 
tyrdom ; particularly in the Beginning of the four- 
teenth Century, and in the Reign. of Henry IV, 
who was the firit King that made a Law to burn 
Hereticks, and one Thomas Badby (a Baptiſt) the 
firſt Martyr that was burnt alive in England, as _ 

7 . record. 
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record. 'There was likewiſe one William Sawtry, 
and divers others of the ſame Opinion, that died 
the ſame Death in this Reign. And in the next, 
that famous Confeſſor, the Lord Cobham, or Sir 
— Oldcaſtle (a Baptiſt). was hang' d up at the 
aiſt by a Chain, and burnt alive: Of whom the 
Hiftorian notes, that he died with wonderful Re- 
ſolution, and that he was the firſt among the No- 
bility who ſuffer'd for the Sake of Religion. So that 
whenever any Light broke forth, the cruel Papiſts 
did all they could to ſuppreſs and extinguiſh it, by 
putting all thoſe to Death, or to Flight, that ad- 
her'd to the ſame. But in the Reign of King 
Henry VIII, the Day of Goſpel-Light and Liber- 
ty began to dawn ; bat not without the Death of 
many of its Profeſſors. However, in the Tear 1534, 
this King being diſguſted with Rome for not grant- 
ing him a Divorce from his Wife, after he had 
liv d with her eighteen Years, he threw off the 
Pope's Supremacy, and denied any Allegiance to 
that See; but arrogated to himſelf what he had 
taken from his Holineſs, and was declar'd by 
the Parliament to be ſupreme Head of the Church 
of England : tho' at the ſame Time, as real, as 
igotted, and furious a Papift as ever he was in his 
Life; for he burnt Proteftants for not adhering to 
his / bloody Articles; and, at the ſame Time 
put Papifts to Death the ſame way, for not own- 
ing his Supremacy. However, by a ſecret and 
over-ruling Hand of Providence, and by the Ad- 
vice of the good Lord Cromwell, this King ſeem'd 
to be prevail'd upon in the Year 1539, to ſuppreſs 
and deſtroy all the religious Houſes, as they were 
called; ſuch as Abbeys, Nunneries, Monaſteries, 
and the like, and to exchange the Lands belong- 
ing to them for others of the Laity's : the beſt 
human Protection, and moral Security that we 
| 8 now 
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now have againſt the Return of Popery; and the 
next Word is Slavery, | | 


IN the next Reign indeed the Reformation in Mat- 
ters of Religion, begun in Reality, and under the 
pious King Edward, made a happy Progreſs: Pri- 
vate Maſſes were aboliſhed, the Cup reſtor'd to 
the Laity, Images were removed out of their 
Places of Worſhip; and the Common-Prayer was 
corrected and done into Engliſh: But, ſays the 
Hiſtorian, when he was conſulting the beſt Methods 
for eſtabliſhing the Reformation in England, a 
Conſumption brought him to his End. 


In the next Reign the Reformation was intirely 
{topp'd again : For the bloody Queen Mary, being 
a profeſs d Papiſt, ſhe immediately ſet the Roman 
Catholicks at liberty, reſtor'd the Popiſh Prelates 
to their Sees, and allow'd a general Liberty of Con- 
ſcience till the ſitting of the Parliament, by an 
Act whereof the Exerciſe of any other Religion 
but the Roman Cat holick was prohibited. By 
Cardinal Poo} the Nation was abſolved and recon- 
ciled to the Church ot Rome. The Reformation, 
as I have ſaid, was ſuppreſs'd, and all things re- 
ſtor'd to the ſame State as they were, except the 
Return of the Abbey-Lands, before King Henry's 
Quarrel with the Pope. This Queen being thus 
ſettled on the Throne, ſoon fell to the Popiſb Prac- 
tice of compelling her Subjects, even by Fire and 
Faggots, by Dungeons and Gibbets, by dragoon- 
ing and threataing, to become Catholicks, and in 
her ſhort Reign, not fix Years, for refuſing to com- 
ply therewith, no leſs than two hundred and ſeven- 
ty ſeven Perſons, to wit, five Biſhops, twenty nine 
Divines, cight Gentlemen, eighty tour Tradeſmen, 
one hundred Husbandmen, Servants, and Labourers, 


twenty 
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twenty ſix Vives, twenty Widows, nine Virgins, 
two Boys, and two Infants, were put to very cruel 
Deaths, and in a very proper Senſe died Martyrs 
for the Proteſtant Cauſe, and the Chriſtian 
Religion; and amongſt theſe many were Baptifts, 
as may be ſeen in Fox's Acts and Monuments, 
Vol. III. p. 606. beſides many more that were 
proſecuted, ſome whipp'd, ſome periſbd d in Priſon, 
and ſome they bury'd- in Dungbils; and many 
that lay condenan'd in Irons for Execution were de- 
liver'd from their Dungeons and Deaths, by the 


Acceſſion of the Proteſtant Queen Elizabeth to the 
Throne of theſe Realms. 


WiIrn this good Queen, in compariſon 
with the laſt, the Reformation again happily re- 
viv'd, and was fix'd. pretty near where it now 
ſtands. But alas! Tr for Conſcience-ſake 
did not die with her Predeceſſors, for in the Tear 
1575, 4 © Congregation of Baptiffs were taken 
at their Meeting within Aldgate, twenty ſeven of 
© whom were impriſond, and of them four re- 
© canted; two were burnt in Smithfeld, and the 
© reſt were baniſh'd, as may be ſeen in Stow!s 
Chron. p. 676. However in this Reign, Rome be- 
ing vex'd with Diſappointments, form'd a Scheme, 
and contriv'd a Method to ſwallow up our Nation 
and the Proteſtant Religion at once, and that b 
the Spaniſh (as the Pope chriſten d it) invincible 
Armada; it being a Fleet conſiſting of one hundred 
and thirty four Ships of War, mann'd with twenty 
nine thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety three Men, 
beſides fifty thouſand that the Duke of Parma 
was to bring out of Handers to have join'd them: 
But all this (to which 'tis ſaid his Unholineſs con- 
tribated a Million of Gold) was blown away with 
a Breath of Jehovah's Month, and of the hundred 


thirty four Ships, but thirty three return'd to 
Spain to tell the News. Bur 
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Bur as Hell and the Devil, ſo Rome and the Pope 
are never weary in contriving of Miſchief ; for in the 
very next Reign was that great and very remarkable 
Deliverance that we are now in a more eſpecial man- 


ner aſſembled together to be returning our ſincere 


Tribute of humble Prfiſes for. The Emiſſaries of 
Hell and Rome, having contriv'd to convey ſeveral 
Barrels of Gunpowder under the very Parliament- 
Houſe where the King, Lords and Commons were 
to have aſſembled, the fatal Day was i d, 
the Train laid, and the Match ready to have 
blown our Nobles, Clergy, and Gentry, together 
with the Proteſtant Religion, into the Air at one 
Blow : But our gracious and very merciful God, 
who ſees the deepeſt Works of Darkneſs, diſap- 
pointed their greedy Expectations, and diſcover d 
their horrid Plot, to the grgat Joy and Rejoicing 
of all true Proteſtants; but to the eternal Re- 
proach, Diſgrace, and Confuſion of all thoſe of the 
Papal Fraternity. I ſhall for want of Time omit 
the particular Troubles in the next Reign, where- 
in to me there ſeems to be a moſt noble Stand a- 
gainſt Popery and Arbitrary Government. But 
when the Conſtitution was alter'd, Perſecution was 
not huryd; as appears by the Works of Edwards, 
Hall, and other Authors of thoſe Times: But on 
theſe I ſhall not inſiſt; and by juſt touching on 
the ſucceeding, haſten to a Cloſe. 


In the Reign of King Charles II. then, Popery 
made its Advances towards us, as it were under 
the Roſe, and inſenſibly ; he profeſſing himſelf a 
Proteſtant, but (as ſome ſay) died a Papift : And 
in his Days many brave and great Men, and true 
Patriots, loſt their Lives, for endeavouring to ſet 
aſide a Popiſh Succeſſor : Sir Edmundbury God- 
Frey, that Proteſtant Juſtice, was inhumanly 41 
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der'd, as well as the brave Earl of Eſſex in the 
Tower, and the noble Lord Ruſſel was brought to 
the Block; and others were put to Death in the 
the ſame Cauſe : and many good and holy Men 
loſt their Liberties and their Subſtance for not 
conforming to the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Land: 
Fines and Impriſonments, as ſome of you may 
remember, were the wholeſome Severities made 
Uſe of to bring Proteſtant Diſſenters to them- 
ſelves, or rather to deprive them of their Senſes 
as well as Livelihoods. In this Reign London was 
burnt to Ades; and, as it was afhrm'd by 
Dr. Oates, there was a Scheme laid by the Papiſts, 
to murder the King, and to maſſacre the Inhabi- 
rants of the Land, and fo to reſtore Popery ; but 


God was on our Side, and blaſted all their De- 
ſigns. 


Ix the next Reign the Mask was taken off, and 
Popery, with an impudent Face, was flowing in 
upon us like a mighty Torrent; Prieſts and Jeſuits 
{warming every where, Maſs-Houſes erecting in 
many Parts of the Nation's Metropolis, a Popiſh 
Bigot on the Throne, and an Army of Cut-Throats 
at his Command: But then, even when our Ruin 
ſtar d us in the Face, and when it ſeem'd out of 
the Power of human Wiſdom or Strength to aſſiſt 
us, it pleas'd the great Preſerver of all Things, 
once more (contrary to our Deſerts, or indeed 
Expectations) to afford us Relief; and that by 
{ending us the great, the brave, the valiant, and, 
I hope, the pious Prince of Orange; who, as 
I have told you, landed this Day forty-eight 
Years in this Neighbourhood, and in the Memory 
of ſome of you in this Place, to be (under the 
Mott High) our great Deliverer from Popery and 
Slavery; this Pringe, with his virtuous and pro's 
Conſort, had an eaſy Acceſs to the Throne, and ſo 
effected the happy and 8 Revolution. King 


Viiliam 


26 A SERMON preach'd 


William then, of bleſſed and pious Memory, not 
only relieved the Nation in general from Popery 
and inevitable Deſtruction, but the Proteſtant Di/- 
enters in particular from the Penalties of many 
Laws or Statutes that then ſubſiſted againſt them, 
and that by procuring the Act of Toleration, which 
happily repeal'd them all. By the Laws of Eng- 
land, betore this happy Event, any Perſons above 
the Age of ſixteen, being convicted of abſenting 
themſelves from the publick Church and Worſhip 
for the Space of one Month, were liable to a Fine 
of twenty Pounds each; and upon Non- payment, 
to a Seizure or Impriſonment; the which Penalty 1 
have been inform'd ſome paid for their Liberty. 
If any frequented any religious Aſſemblies for di- 
vine Worſbip, diſtinct from that appointed by 
Law, and refus'd to go to Church, or perſuaded 
others not to do it, they were obliged to depart 
the Realm, and for refuſing to do that, or re- 
turning from their Baniſhment, they were to ſuffer 
as in the Caſe of Felony, which you know is often 
Death; for the ſingle Offence of going to a Meet- 
ing, the Penalty was five Shillings; and for the 
next it was ten. No Diſſenting Miniſter, without 
taking a certain Oath (except on a Journey) was to 
come within five Miles 8 any City, Corporation, 
or Place where they had before been Preachers, 
under the Forfeiture of forty Pounds for every 
ſuch Offence: And every one that was took preach- 
ing or teaching in any ſeparate Aſſembly, was to pay 
twenty Pounds for every the firſt Offence, and 
forty Pounds for every ſubſequent one. But from 
theſe and many more ſevere Statutes and Penalties, 
we are all exempted and releas'd by the Ad, by 
the never- to- be- forgotten Act of Toleration, and 
for which we are all beholden to the great and 
very illuſtrious King William. But then we are 
not only as Diſſenters obliged to King William for 

4 our 
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our Chriſtian Liberties, granted by the AF of 
Toleration ; but as Proteſtants, under God, we 
ate beholden to the very {ame Hand for the preſent 
Royal Family, that with ſuch a Lyftre new adorns 
the Britiſþ Throne. The ſingular Rleſſil. gs then 
of the late and preſent Reign, wu receive and enjoy as 
a kind Legacy from our great Deliverer King Wil- 
liam, of very dear Memory to every Enghſhman, 
Proteſtant, and eſpecially Diſſenter. 


WE are now, my Friends, very happy under 
the mild and juſt Adminiſtration of a wiſe, 
a gracious, and a proteſtant King; under whom 
in a very remarkable Manner we enjoy our 
Chriſtian Liberties, and our civil Properties: We 
are conſtantly and carefully defended from any 
Fears of Popery and Slavery, unleſs we will bring 
them upon ourſelves; and we, the happy, the 
tranſcendently happy Perſons that our Text ſpeaks of, 
that can /it under our own Vine, and under our own 
Fig-Tree, aſſemble together for religious Worſhip, 
and none may make us afraid, none may moleſt, 
or give us any Diſturbance. We are then, m 
Brethren, to call upon our Souls, and all the Facul- 
ties thereof, to bleſs, and praiſe, and to magnify 
the Name of Jehovah, the eternal and omnipotent 
God, that has done ſuch great and glorious Things 
for us; and to be truly and ſincerely thankful to 
our Governors for ſuch Indulgence and Toleration. 
Our 8 were forc'd to ſeek the Bread of 
their Souls at the Peril of their natural Lives, their 
Liberties, and their All ; when we are at the 
Fountain-Head, and want for nothing but Hearts 
ro prize and improve our Mercies and Talents. 
But we are to remember that our Reckoning-Day 
is a coming, and we know not how near it is ad- 
vanc'd, in which we muſt receive a Sentence for 
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Eternity, not according to our Mercies, but ac- 
cording to our Yorks ; and unleſs it be, Nell done, 
good and faithful Servants, it will be, Go, ye Curſed, 
into everlaſting Fire, prepar'd for the Devil and 
his Angels. Is it ſo then, that our God and our Go- 
vernors are thus goodand kind to us, as we are Men, 
and asAve are Chriſtians, to defend us from Evil, 
eſpefially from the Evil of Popery, and to allow 
us to be as good as we pleaſe; that is, to grant 
us the free Liberty to worſhip and ſerve, to honour 
and obey our Maker, Preſerver and Redeemer, as 
our own Conſciences, and as we believe the divine Re- 
cords direct us; then let us be truly and heartily 
thankful for that, and let us ask no more. Let 
none of us, as Chriſtians, be ſollicitous for Ho- 
ours, Riches, and great Preferments, if we can 
be favour'd with Indulgence and Toleration : Let 
us always prefer Peace before Profit, and Reli- 
gion before Grandeur, left whilſt we are graſping 
at the Shadow, we ſhould loſe the Subſtance; as 
remembring, that Godlineſs with Contentment is 
great Gain. But, my Brethren, let us always en- 
deavour to be good Chriſtians, and good Subjects, 
faithful to God and to our King. Let it be our 
great Care, conſtant Buſineſs, and ſincere Deſire, 
that the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms may fit 
eaſy upon that Head that is ſo much and con- 
ſtantly concern'd to preſerve to us our ci Li- 
berties and religious Privileges. In fine, let us 
conſtantly and fervently pray, that King George may 
be bleſs'd with a long and — — Life; that he 
may be always guided and conducted by the wiſe 


and unerring Counſels of the moſt high God, and 
that afterwards he may be receiv d to his Glory - 
And that whilſt Time remains, there may never 
want a Branch of that Royal and very illuſtrious 
Family, being a Proteſtant, to ſway the Britif} 
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Scepter, and to fill the Engliſb Throne, that ſo our 
Children, even to lateſt Poſterity, may with us „it 
under their own Vine, and under their own Fig- 
tree; that is, enjoy a profound Peace and Tran- 
quillity both in Body and Mind ; and that it may 
never be in the Power of either Hell or Rom to 
make them afraid, or to give them the leaſt Diſ- 
turbance or Moleſtation. And now to the King 
eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, be 
Honour and Glory for ever and ever; and to our 
gracions King and indulgent Grvernment be Thanks 
and Praiſes. Amen. 
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On the ſame SuBJEcT, by another Hand. 


GOD, that fill thy ſplendid Throne, 
Thy great Omniſcience we own : 
Thou, with one undivided View, 
Can'ſt ſee the great Creation thro?. 


In vain the dark Intrigues of Hell 
Fly to an unfrequented Cell, 

'To a& their horrid Villany, 

Or think tꝰ eſcape thy piercing Eye. 


Almighty Sovereign, King of Kings! 
From whom alone all Mercy ſprings; 
What boundleſs Love do'ſt thou beſtow, 
To fave us from impending Woe | 


What Peace we've long enjoy'd complete, 


Whilſt in thy Houſe we take our Seat ! 
Are, without Moleſtation, taught 
To ſerve Thee as we think we ought. 


Lord, 


A HYMN, &c. 9 | Ws 
Lord, every vile Attempt deſtroy, N 


That would great GEORGE's Realm annoy : 
His guilty Foes to Juſtice bring, 
* And bleſs the Worthy Royal King, 


2 


Support our juſt and rightful Laws, 
And ſuccour injur'd Virtue's Cauſe : 
Our glorious Liberties defend, 

That Joy and Peace,may never end. 


I 


ww 


— 
2 — 
3 - 

"ts 


— — 
2 — 2 =" = rm 4 Es 4 
2 * * —— n q a". 
TTY 7 "www 
4 9 * , - wo - 
> : rw 1 4 
; 


PP. 
- weft, ;, 
5 


— ß 
* n 


e Aas in Norfolk. 


Truth and Charity, Peace and * 
N. . Rector of Bredſall near Derty. 
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Aſſiſtance in ing for Death and udgment. A Diſcourſe 


occaſion d by the fudden Death of the ev. Mr.*7obn Abe, of - 


EMfond in the Peak: With his laſt Advice to his Hearers ; be- 
ing the Concluſion of the laſt Sermon He preach d. To which is 
added, 2 ſhort Account of his Life and Character, and of ſome 
others in or near the Hab Peak in Derbyſbire e As an Appendix 
to the Rev. Mr. I illiam Bagſbaw's Book De W 
Fei. By J. Clege, M D. M. . M. D. = . 

A Paraphraſe -with Notes on the Revelovion' of St. Jus. 
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